
Scheideman releases third 
volume of popular small 
town BC policing stories
Little known details revealed about deathbed 
confession in famous frame-up of two Mounties
(Victoria, BC) – Newly-released When Grampa was a Mountie is the third 
book based on retired sergeant Charlie Scheideman’s 27 years of police 
work in the Interior of BC. The fi rst two – Policing the Fringe and Tragedy 
on Jackass Mountain – ranked high on the BC bestsellers lists for several 
months after their release. This book is again a collection of short stories 
– some are funny, some gruesome and some just tell things the way they 
were. Some accounts reveal the physical and mental hardships RCMP 
members suffered for their dedication to duty and their willingness to serve 
in spite of the obvious danger. 
 “My goal in all three books has been to portray to later generations small-
town police life as closely as possible to the way things really were,” says 
Scheideman. “In particular, I’ve included impacts on some members of the 
Force of tragedies – in an era before PTSD post-traumatic stress disorder for fi rst 
responders was really acknowledged or understood.   
 The longest story, Fred Quilt Frame-Up, is about two RCMP constables at 
Alexis Creek who were falsely accused of beating a First Nations elder to death. 
The conspiracy to discredit these policemen and the RCMP held tight for years 
– until the key witness’s deathbed confession. The original accusations became 
front page stories internationally; Scheideman’s account in When Grampa was a 
Mountie sets out the facts that have not been public knowledge up to now.

When Grampa was a Mountie by Charles Scheideman, published by Agio 
Publishing House (Victoria, BC), is available in trade paperback edition (ISBN 
978-1-927755-10-5; $24.95), Kindle and ePub edition (ISBN 978-1-927755-11-2; 
$4.99). For retail distribution inquiries, please contact the author.

• What compelled you to 
write this third book?

• What was your proudest 
moment as a Mountie?

• How did policemen cope 
with trauma in your era?

• How important is a local 
community’s support for 
police?
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About the author – Charles Scheideman
CHARLES SCHEIDEMAN was born and grew up on a farm near Stony Plain, 
Alberta; he joined the RCMP when he was 21. After training in Ottawa, he served in 
seven BC communities until his retirement in 1989. He then worked another eight 
years for the provincial government in Victoria, where he still lives with his wife 
Patricia. They have three children and fi ve grandchildren – to whom this book is 
dedicated by their proud Grampa.

When Grampa was a Mountie  is available through Amazon.com and selected bookstores


